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            THE PRESENTATION



                           INTRODUCTION
THE PRESIDENT OF MARIA CALLAS MONACO GALA & AWARDS AND FAMOUS 
ARTIST, MRS IOANNA EFTHIMIOU, HAS THE GREAT HONOUR TO ANNOUNCE THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY FESTIVE EVENT OF THE 3RD EDITION OF MARIA CALLAS 
MONACO GALA & AWARDS, WHICH IS GOING TO BE HELD ON MAY 12 , 2023 AT THE 
SPECTACULAR SALLE GARNIER OF THE MONTE-CARLO OPERA AND THE 
EMBLEMATIC SALLE EMPIRE OF HOTEL DE PARIS IN MONTE CARLO.

The Gala is organized Under the High Patronage of H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco . 
The concept of this unique event is based on the legendary Maria Callas Gala that was held in 
1960, in Monte Carlo, accompanied by the enchanting voice of the unforgettable and greatest 
Opera Diva of all time Maria Callas, who was singing in front of the enthralled guests, as well as 
in front of her beloved friends, H.S.H. Prince Rainier & H.S.H. Princess Grace of Monaco.
The Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards 2023, is the most significant until today as it’s the 100th
Anniversary from the birth of the great Opera Diva Maria Callas, and  consists of an Opera & 
Music concert of International and famous music artists, and an Award ceremony for exceptional 
personalities who excelled for their personal work & efforts through different areas such as, opera,
music, social contribution and encouragement of needy groups, sports and sciences.
The gala will be accompanied by a gourmet dinner and cocktail.

RSVP : www.mariacallasmonacogala.org
Contact - Info  : mariacallasmonacogala@gmail.com



                                                                   THE VENUES
Opèra de Monte-Carlo

The Opéra de Monte-Carlo is an opera house which is part of the Monte Carlo Casino located in the 
Principality of Monaco.

With the lack of cultural diversions available in Monaco in the 1870s, Prince Charles III, along with 
the Société des bains de mer, decided to include a concert hall as part of the casino. The main public 
entrance to the hall was from the casino, while Charles III's private entrance was on the western side.
It opened in 1879 and became known as the Salle Garnier, after the architect Charles Garnier, who 
designed it.

During the renovation of the Salle Garnier in 2004–05, the company presented operas at the Salle des
Princes in the local Grimaldi Forum, a modern conference and performance facility where Les 
Ballets de Monte Carlo and the Monte-Carlo Philharmonic Orchestra regularly perform.

The architect Charles Garnier also designed the Paris opera house now known as the Palais Garnier. 
The Salle Garnier is much smaller, seating 524, compared to about 2,000 for the Palais Garnier, and 
unlike the Paris theatre, which was started in 1861 and only completed in 1875, the Salle Garnier 
was constructed in only eight and a half months. Nevertheless, its ornate style was heavily influenced
by that of the Palais Garnier, and many of the same artists worked on both theatres, including 
Gustave Boulanger. Although the Monte Carlo theatre was not originally intended for opera, it was 
soon used frequently for that purpose and was remodeled in 1898–99 by Henri Schmit, primarily in 
the stage area, to make it more suitable for opera.





Salle Empire - Hôtel de Paris Monte-Carlo

An iconic palace known the world over .

Sitting right at the heart of the action on Place du Casino, the iconic 
Hôtel de Paris Monte-Carlo offers guests an unparalleled experience, 
combining the magic of a legendary hotel with some exceptional things
to see and do – from Michelin-starred restaurants to the Jewellers’ 
Courtyard, Opéra Garnier, Casino de Monte-Carlo, Thermes Marins 
Monte-Carlo and much more – all rolled into one.
The ultimate luxury of the palatial surroundings... Following several 
years of transformation, the Hôtel de Paris Monte-Carlo is delighted to 
unveil its new rooms and suites for 2019, where everything from the 
lighting and materials to the facilities provided has been specially 
designed for an unforgettable, 5-star experience. For a stay in Monaco 
like no other, the palace’s crown jewels are the Princess Grace and 
Prince Rainier III Suites, which are simply without equal on the French
Riviera.
A delicious celebration of the Mediterranean... Our talented, world-
renowned chefs at Le Louis XV - Alain Ducasse at the Hôtel de 
Paris***, Le Grill* and ÔMER pay vibrant homage to the 
Mediterranean Sea. You can even admire its vast beauty from the 
panoramic terrace at Le Grill* on the eighth floor of the hotel as you 
sample delicious dishes from the grill.
Enjoy a taste of the good life... Whether it’s drinking tea in the superb 
Jewellers’ Courtyard, sipping on a signature cocktail and enjoying live 
jazz at Le Bar Américain, or taking a dip in the rooftop pool at the 
Wellness Sky Club, there are all sorts of unique experiences to be had 
at the Hôtel de Paris Monte-Carlo, right in the heart of Monaco.
The adventure even continues outside of the hotel with One Monte-
Carlo, Monaco’s new business and luxury shopping district, where 
there’s always something new and exciting to discover.





                THE PRESIDENT 
Ioanna Efthimiou is an Internationally renowned and accomplished artist born of 
Greek parents in Perth, Australia. She studied Fine Arts majoring in painting at the 
University of Fine Arts in Athens, where she graduated with Honours. She continued
her postgraduate studies in New York and London (Royal College of Art).

She has exhibited her work at more than fifty personal exhibitions around the world 
– in London, Monte Carlo, New York, and Athens, to mention just a few. She also 
participated in many group, and solo exhibitions as in Art Monaco, Top Marques, 
Monaco Yacht Show, Quai des Artistes restaurant, EFG Bank Monaco, at the Cars 
Collection Museum of H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco, at the Automobile Club 
de Monaco , at the Lounge Club in St. Tropez, etc.

Many of her paintings belong to private and public art collections in Greece, the 
United Kingdom, Monaco, Switzerland, Austria, Cyprus, the United States and other
countries.

She is also President of International Action Art Monaco. Maria Callas has always 
been a great source of inspiration for Ioanna, who had the ambition to be able to 
honor her in the place she loved most; Monaco. This magnificent Event is for the 
President and founder of the Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards an Ode dedicated
to the greatest Opera Diva ever.



                                                                                                                                 EDITIONS 

The Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards - 1st Edition

Graced by the presence & Patronage of His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco, the first 
annual Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards, was held on 10 May 2021 in the Hôtel de Paris' 
emblematic Salle Empire in Monte Carlo.
The Gala was also supported by the Greek Community of Monaco. .
During the Alain Ducasse's cocktail and gourmet dinner, the attendees - which included International 
Shipowners, Yacht Owners, Art collectors, International Businessmen, Artists and Sportsmen - had the
pleasure to assist to an opera concert held by great musician
International artists such as Elena Kuzheleva (Soprano), Alexis Gournel (Pianist) and Elena Kelessidi 
(Soprano). 
A ceremony awarding exceptional personalities for their personal work and efforts was also held. 
Nana Mouskouri, Stella Almondo, Stefanos Tsitsipas and Maria Sakkari were rewarded amongst 
others. 
The Honorary Ambassadors of the Gala was the couple of Roy & Vassili Apostolopoulos. 
In memory of this special evening, all guests of the Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards 2021 
received a unique handmade jewel designed for the occasion by Xaris Apergi, famous Greek Jewelry 
designer, who also especially designed for the occasion a unique Maria Callas ring for Her Serene 
Highness Princess Charlene of Monaco. 
Organised during the Covid pandemic, the event has been a complete success and left the audience 
with the best impression .



                                                                                                            The Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards 2nd Edition 

The second edition of the prestigious Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards was held in 
May 5, 2022 Under the High Patronage of His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of 
Monaco, and the kind support of the Greek Community of Monaco, in the magnificent 
and historic Salle Empire of Hôtel de Paris where the historical and legendary Gala first 
began sixty years ago.
All the event was especially dedicated this year to Her Serene Highness Princess 
Charlene of Monaco and our wish was to encourage her personal accomplished projects
supporting the water safety programs for children already working in more than twenty 
countries around the world.
Our honored guest of this year was Mr Gareth Wittstock , brother of Her Serene 
Highness Princess Charlene of Monaco , and General Secretary of Princess Charlene 
Monaco Foundation.
All guests were first had the opportunity to relive the legend in this enchanting venue, 
assist to a unique Music and Opera Performance of the great Artists Myrto Papatanasiu 
& Dimitri Platanias , and by the attendance of one of the most famous & beautiful stars 
of the world cinema Monica Bellucci. The Gala continued with a ceremony awarding 
personalities through different areas, who stood out for their achievements at world 
level. Great personalities were awarded , like Monica Bellucci for her amazing acting of
the performance ‘ Lettres & mémoires ‘, thé great tenor Artist Mario Frangoulis, the 
director Tom Volf, etc.
The evening concluded with an elegant dinner in the impressive Salle Empire, specially 
decorated for the occasion with 3.000 fresh flowers!
As Maria Callas Monaco Gala & Awards is more than a festive event, this year 
supported Princess Charlene Monaco Foundation, and its 27 projects for 20 countries all
over the world , working for the water safety of children in the sea and to prevent 
drowning .Well known artists and galleries donated Art works for the auction 
successfully organized by Artcurial Monaco during the dinner , such as Carole 
Feuerman of Bel Air Fine Arts , Lina Condes , Marcos Marin , Jean Noel Chazelle , 
Erietta Vordoni , Costas Varotsos , Salin Erik , Art Box and Yellow Korner Monaco , 
where all works were sold and all proceeds were donated to the Foundation of  Princess 

.                                                                                                                                Charlene of Monaco .



The Honorary Ambassadors of the Gala was the couple of 
Mrs Roy & Dr. Vassili Apostolopoulos. 

Presenters of this glamorous evening were Emi Livaniou - Zisiopoulou and George 
Davlas, where they perfectly coordinated the event program.
In the wonderful Opera Concert that took place inside the magical and historic Salle 
Empire ,and the audience was impressed with their unique voice by the award-winning and
internationally renowned and accomplished Opera artists Myrto Papatanasiu and Dimitris 
Platanias , as well as enchanted with  piano the young very talented Monegasque pianist 
Artist Stella Almondo , all of them were applauded by the audience.
Artists and galleries donated Art works for the auction successfully organized by Artcurial 
Monaco during the dinner , such as Carole Feuerman of Bel Air Fine Arts , Lina Condes , 
Marcos Marin , Jean Noel Chazelle ,  Costas Varotsos , Salin Erik , Art Box and Yellow 
Korner Monaco , where all Art works were sold.
All proceeds were donated to the Foundation of Princess Charlene of Monaco .



The decoration was truly sensational, as 
well as the Art de la table, all within a 
flower filled decoration, created by the 
famous Marco Traverso. 

Guests were photographed on a wall of 1,200 fresh roses , 600 
peonies and pansies , in various colors , creating an environment
that took off to the utmost aesthetics and perfectly matched the 
space.
The President of the charity institution Maria Callas Monaco 
Gala & Awards , Ioanna Efthimiou thanked in her brief greeting 
the audience that attended this magnificent event highlighting 
the importance of charity , and mentioned that this annual 
institution is the revival of the legendary first Gala held in 
Monte Carlo almost sixty years ago by Prince Rainier and 
Princess Grace of Monaco, with Maria Callas enchanting the 
crowds with her magnificent and unique voice.
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                 RSVP : www.mariacallasmonacogala.org
   
   Contact - Info  : mariacallasmonacogala@gmail.com


